SPEECH LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST ASSISTANT

Speech Pathol ogy A ssistants (SPAS) work with children and adults under the supervision of acertified/licensed Speech-
L anguage Pathol ogist (SLP). They follow treatment plans, document performance, assi st with some screening and
assessment procedures, prepare materials, maintain equi pment, and assist with scheduling.

SPAswork with people with communication disorders. Examples of childhood disordersinclude delayed speech and
language devel opment, autism, stuttering, articul ation disorders, and hearing impairments, aswell ascognitive processing
and auditory processing. Children may havebirth defectssuch ascleft palate and cerebral pal sy requiring speech therapy.

Adultsmay havestrokes, braininjuries, laryngectomies, voicedisorders, and diaect differencesrequiring the services of
anSLP.

Where do speech language pathologist

) K i laska? Hourly Wage Range*
assistants work in Alaska: s $12.98-$524.18 (M ean $17.80)
: Speech Pathol ogy A ssistants may work in both *based on Alaska DOL data for

the public and private sector. SPAsmay work in Healthcare Support Worker
schools, hospitals, and clinics. They may also

work in rehabilitation clinics, Head Start pro- i Years in School: 2*

grams, or home health programs. *after high school graduation

Educational Requirements

T e  Graduationfrom high school or aGED.
]% e Graduation from an appropriate associate’ sdegree program.
III '._
l' —

e StateLicensingisrequired.

Academic Programs in Alaska State and National Contacts

The Center for Human Development at UAA in State Contact:
collaborationwith Prince William Sound Community TheAlaskaSpeech-L anguage-Hearing
College, offersatwo year distancedelivered A.A.S, Assodiation

Degreein Disability Services, whichincludesan Molly Thompson, President
emphasisareain Speech-L anguage Support. For Phone: (907) 562-3994

moreinformation contact: Email: polarspeech@yahoo.com

Center for Human Development, UAA Web site: http://aksha.org/

2702 Gambell Street, Ste. 103 . .

Anchorage, Alaska99503 Natlpnal Contact: . .
Contact: Dr. MarjorieK assier American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Phone: (907) 264-6240 2200 Research Boulevard

Toll free: (800) 243-2199 Rockville, MD 20850

Email: anmrk@uead askaedu Toll free: (800) 638-8255

Website: http:/mww.alaskachd.org/ Fax: (301) 296-8050

Emall: actioncenter @asha.org
Web site; http:/ww.asha.org/

Information from: www.healthcareersinalaska.info Updated: June 22, 2009
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